them even higher in his esteem that they should be strong and
splendid and successful, as gods ought to be, at a certain divine
distance The like of Mrs Everest may be adored as kind, familiar
spirits, always at hand to be the partakers of one's joys and griefs,
but this does not put them on that divine elevation occupied by the
vanquisher of the giant Gladstone, or the Goddess of the Evening
Star It does not lay the foundations of a worship that wilt survive
supreme and unchallenged, long after the primitive phase has been
supervened
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Still, one must take the rough with the smooth, and it is idle to
pretend that when those whom nature has appointed to be the
shepherds of childbirth devolve their charge upon hirelings, the
results are calculated to be anything but grievous, or that a heavy
burden of suffering can fail to be the portion of the child, who is thus
turned loose to take his chance in a world with which he lacks the
resources to cope

There is nothing today that arouses such ready or righteous in-
dignation, as when the child of slum or cottage parents is torn from
its home, on some specious pretext, and consigned to the tender
mercies of government officials in some remote institution But a
sentence of banishment no less cruel was passed, without the slightest
twinge of conscience, by the millionaire's daughter and Duke's son,
on their own child of seven More cruel, indeed, when one learns
that tortures were practised on the children in this particular estab-
lishment to which the young Winston was consigned, that today
would be deemed only credible of a Nazi concentration camp

And yet they were the last people to be guilty of conscious derelic-
tion of their parental duties, and were, in fact, acting fairly and even
generously according to their lights Winston's intractable disposi-
tion no doubt constituted a major nuisance m the home, and strained
the available resources almost to breaking point It is easy to argue
that what is for one's own peace of mind is also in one's child's truest J
interest Nor did they spare trouble or expense in seeking out the
most select establishment Jhat money could procure It was, as Mr,
Qiurchill himself says, the latest thing in schools, with all the most
up-to-date gadgets, even to that wonder of scientific wonders, the
new electric light And it possessed the greatest cachet of all in being
preparatory for Eton

It was not for them to know that this admirable institution, like
Dotheboys Hall, was under the control of a practising sadist, whose
delight it was, whenever he felt like it, to enact, with awful ceremony,
bloody and semi-public flagellations upon the bodies of selected
cKildren in his charge If any accounts of these proceedings did
filter through to the parents, they would doubtless have reflected, if
at all, that in preparing for Eton, one must do as Eton does, and that
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